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Ngoe Tran, a tJremed student, spends
many hours each day studying. Ltv-
ing with American students helps her
to improve her English and learn
more about American culture.
Dr. Case Boot has spent the past two
summers teaching Vietnamese
students. He also teaches English as
a Second Language at Dord t,
Sally Jongsma
Stories about their im-
migrant ancestors hold a
fascination for many Dutch
people. We chuckle at the in-
nocent mistakes, smile at the
staunch, principled reactions
to American culture, and
grimace at the conditions
under which some of our
forefathers lived when they
first arrived. Making the ad-
justment to a new culture was
a difficult, slow process,
sometimes accompanied by
ridicule from those around
and stubbornness by those
within.
Today, at Dordt and in
many church communities in
North America, the descen-
dants of these immigrants are
living and worshipping side-
by-side with Southeast Asian
immigrants who have stories
to tell that can make the hard-
ships of our grandparents pale
in comparison.
But memories fade with
passing generations, and most
Dutch Americans and Cana-
dians have little sense of what
it is like to be in the minority
in society. Yet, as Christians
we need to be understanding
and face the challenges that
cultural diversity brings to our
lives, says Oordt's dean of
students, Marion Van Soelen.
He adds, "We must learn new
ways to serve one another as
God's imagebearers, irrespec-
tive of race, color, or creed."
Several years ago, Dordt
College made a commitment
to internationalize both its
curriculum and its student
body. "Our world is getting
smaller," says Van Soelen.
Technological advances in
media and transportation have
made the world a global
village. "If there is to be hope
for justice for all people, we
need to know and understand
each other," he adds.
Dordt is making a conscious
attempt to recruit more inter-
national students, to provide
ways to integrate them into the
college, and to educate
American students to be more
globally aware.
But such goals take time to
implement and can encounter
difficulties along the way. It is
comfortable to be in the ma-
jority, to do things our way,
and to expect people to fit into
our patterns. But we don't
always stop to think about
how those expectations make
it difficult for our neighbors
who come from different
backgrounds, says Or.
Kornelis Boot, a professor of
linguistics who works closely
with many of the international
students on Dordt's campus.
Rev. Lem Tucker, a black
minister with Voice of Calvary
------------------- ~~~-~~,~~---'
Ministries in Cary, Mississip-
pi, told a group of Dordt resi-
dent directors and assistants at
a retreat last fall that as a child
he would look into the mirror
and want to see a white person
because to be black meant he
just didn't fit. Jan Schregar-
dus, director of resident life at
Dordt, tells of a Vietnamese
student who expressed a heart-
felt sadness that his children
would not know what it is like
to be Vietnamese.
These feelings cause a ten-
sion in those who are in the
minority because they want to
be part of the culture and yet
do not want to give up their
own heritage, says Van
Soelen.
At Dor dt , Vietnamese
students comprise the majority
of international students.
"Their culture is very different
from ours and they come ill-
prepared for what to expect"
says Boot. Their picture of
America is shaped by the
chocolate bars and cigarettes
the American GIs passed out
so readily in Vietnam.
America is freedom in a vague
sense.
In this situation "some ten-
sions are to be expected,"
Boot explains. Vietnamese and
American students not only
have different habits, but,
unless they make an effort to
understand each other's
culture, they can only view
each other's actions through
the eyes of their own culture.
For example, Vietnamese
students find the term "myoid
man" offensive. Although
they are Christians and no
longer worship their ancestors
as their people do, these
students have a deep respect
for their family. Name-calling
that is crude, but nevertheless
all-too-common in our
culture, can be,brushed off by
Americans. For Vietnamese
people it is a deeply offensive
insult, according to Boot.
Some American students
feel hesitant to talk to a Viet-
namese student because as one
student said, "I don't know
how to begin." Van Soelen en-
courages people to make the
effort to get past that fear. It is
hard to understand the English
spoken by a person still learn-
ing the language. "This is
complicated by the fact that
college students don't like to
admit that they can't under-
stand something because in
our culture if you don't under-
stand you are dumb," he says.
"Vietnamese students are not
offended if you say you didn't
understand.' ,
For Vietnamese people,
studying hard to get a good
education is very important.
They come out of a school
system which required com-
prehensive tests at the end of
continued on page 2
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take a half hour for
many American
students may take up





Dordt College is a
solidly academic
program.
continued from page 1
every year. Failing in any part
meant starting over. Scores
were publicly posted and
failure was a disgrace. At
Dordt, they have developed a
reputation for studying almost
all of the time. As Ngoc Tran,
a junior from Garden Grove,
California, says, HI want to
have fun too, but I don't have
time, because my studies take
too much time." Now in her
third year at Dordt, she is
beginning to think in English.
"But I still need to read the
textbooks slowly and outline
everything I read," she says.
Even for a bright student Iike
Ngoc this takes a lot of time.
Susan Kok, who is hired by
the college to coordinate tutor-
ing for the Vietnamese
students, says that a reading
assignment that may take a
half hour for many American
students may take up to three
hours for a Vietnamese stu-
dent. These concentrated
study habits mean that there is
often little time for casual con-
tact with other students.
Mealtime would seem to be
a time that would bring
students together. But here too
many things hinder com-
munication. For Vietnamese
students who have been intent-
~,
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Vietnamese students to join
Bible study groups and is
working to find ways to help
American and Vietnamese
students come to know and
understand each other better.
Schregardus plans to show a
video describing the ex-
periences of the boat people
and provide opportunities for
students to discuss their ex-
periences and cultures.
Schregardus also meets with
each of the Vietnamese
students periodically. And
many of the students have
'adopted families' that help
them adapt to the culture.
Resident assistants are en-
couraged not only to extend
special invitations to dorm ac-
tivities to their Vietnamese
dormmates, but also to ex-
plain what the activities are. A
scavenger hunt may be an en-
joyable relaxing activity, but
for a person who has no idea
what it is, it is intimidating
rather than fun.
Although there are some
overt prejudices that must be
overcome, for the most part
Van Soelen believes that time
and work are the keys to
Kathy Nguyen and others meet
periodically with Susan Kok to
discuss any problems they encounter
as a result of unfamiliarity with the
language and culture.
understanding. Ngoc Tran, a
premed student, is one of the
first Vietnamese students to
have come to Oordt. She is
also the first to live with
American students. Although
there are significant dif-
ferences between her lifestyle
and that of her roommates,
she is grateful for the oppor-
tunity to learn more about
American culture.
Ngoc spends much of her
time studying outside of the
apartment and doesn't eat
with the others regularly, but
she is appreciative of many lit-
tle things she is learning. Ngoc
wants very much to improve
her English, her knowledge of
idioms, and especially her pro-
nunciation. "They sometimes
laugh at the way I use certain
words, but I like that. They
are trying to help me," says
Ngoc.
Alison Broersma, a senior
from Everett, Washington,
and one of Ngoc's roommates,
says living with Ngoc has
made her more conscious of
our cultural habits. "Eating
Vietnamese food with
chopsticks made us feel clum-
sy and gave us a little sense of
how they must feel coming in-
to our culture." She has also
come to realize how much of
our informal conversation is
idiom. We need-to makemore
of an effort to talk together




ly following the conclusion of
the spring semester, a depart-
ment or division of the faculty
meets for an extended period
of time to study and evaluate
its part of the academic pro-
gram in light of our statement
of purpose, The Educational
Task of DOTdt College.
This year the summer
seminar will focus on the
agriculture department. For
two weeks the members of the
department along with others
will evaluate the agriculture
curriculum, the program of
work and experimentation at
the Agriculture Stewardship
Center, and the developing
relationship between the
department and the Center.
Obviously this is going to be
an important seminar, one in
which I, as usual, intend to
participate.
The agriculture department
and the Agriculture Steward-
ship Center are important en-
tities at Dordt College. It is
unusual for a Christian liberal
arts college to offer a program
in agriculture and to have
facilities which include 280
acres of land, a ISO-cowdairy
unit, a swine operation, and a
feeding yard that presently
ly concentrating on speaking
and listening to a foreign
language all day, it is relaxing
to sit down and speak their
native language. Yet this
separation leads American
students to feel that they
would rather keep to
themselves than strike up a
conversation.
And part of the adapting
process is food itself. To most
Vietnamese, an American diet
is very different from the fried
rice, noodles, and vegetables
that are the staple of their diet.
Naturally they prefer eating
food they have grown up with.
Many do some cooking in
their rooms so that they can
eat as they are accustomed.
But the adapting goes two
ways. American students, not
used to the smells of the spices
used in oriental food, are of-
fended by the unusual odors
wafting through the dor-
mitory.
Although there are no quick
and easy solutions to any of
these problems, the key is to
increase communication and
understanding across cultural
lines, Boot believes. An inci-
dent in a dormitory and ar-
ticles in the Diamond, Dordt's
student newspaper, are
prompting some to make the
supports 157steers. Still, when
one considers contemporary
issues such as land use, ap-
plication of chemicals, and
production of food, there is no
doubt that Dordt's agriculture
program has "come to the
kingdom for such a time as
this. "
Those who are concerned
with Dordt's name and reputa-
tion hesitate to place too much
emphasis on our agriculture
program and stewardship
center. And I can understand
their concern. Some people,
who perhaps do not under-
stand how much agriculture
has developed as a science and
an industry, will view Dordt's
emphasis on agriculture as an
indication that the college is of
inferior quality and out of
touch with contemporary
academic, scientific issues.
Such is not the case. To the
contrary, it is because Dordt is
a high quality academic in-
stitution and concerned to ad-
dress contemporary issues that
it has both an agriculture
department and a stewardship
center.
Agriculture at Dordt Col-
lege is a solidly acadetrzic pro-
gram. The members of the
department have shown a
commitment to pursue
graduate studies, preparing
themselves to be the best pos-
sible teachers. The program
itself is demanding. The
agriculture student, along with
all other students at Dordt,
must complete the fourteen-
course General Education Re-
quirement. In addition, there
is a core requirement of eight
courses common to all four
majors-agriculture, agr i-
business, animal science, and
plant science. Each major, in
turn, requires seven or eight
courses that are of importance
to the area under considera-
tion. It is a program by means
of which students can be pro-
vided with the highest
qualifications in the area of
agriculture.
Along with other fields of
investigation, agriculture at
Dordt is taught from a
biblical, Christian perspective.
Because God is sovereign over
all things; because the Word
of God speaks to every aspect
of the creation; and because
God through Christ claims all
things in his possession-agri-
culture, as well as other
aspects of the creation, must
be studied and taught from a
Christian point of view. It is
especially in this way that the
agriculture program at Dordt
is distinct from those in
secular colleges and univer-
sities.
Thus agriculture is viewed at
Dordt College as one of the
areas in which God is to be
served. Initially Dordt was
established to prepare students
to be Christian teachers.
Subsequently programs were
added to qualify young people
for Christian service in such
areas as communication,
medicine, or social work. And
now there is also a program in
agriculture or agri-business.
Agriculture is not neutral ter-
ritory. It is an important part
of God's kingdom, requiring
the kind of insight for service
that only an institution such as
Dordt College can provide.
Dordt College has an
agriculture department and an
Agriculture Stewardship
Center-not simply because
the college is located in North-
west Iowa, but also because it
is an up-to-date, high quality
Christian institution of higher
learning, committed to ena-
bling Christians to discern
God's will for important areas
of Jife, including the area of
agriculture. 0
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For two years the Dordt farm grew faba beans.to see
if it would be a viable alternative crop. They
concluded it was not well-suited to this area.
Sustainable agriculture is good stewardship
Ron Vos
Sustainable agriculture
is a concept being widely
discussed today. In this article
I hope to explain the concept,
give some historical
background for it, and ad-
vocate, in the context of Chris-
tian stewardship, concern for
and involvement in research-
ing and promoting this con-
cept.
Sustainable agriculture
seeks to regenerateits resource
base rather than deplete it. It is
a system that uses less fossil
fuel-less energy to power
equipment, fewer synthetic
petrochemicals, and less com-
mercial fertilizer. Sustainable
agriculture'S goal is to work
toward a world without
hunger, a world without en-
vironmental stress, a world
without depleted eco-systems,
and a world that allows
farmers to farm without severe
financial stress. While these
goals may not be achieved for
a long time, it seems to me that
Christians, as stewards,
should be moving in this direc-
tion. The earth and its
creatures belong to God; we
should not abuse or waste the
resources he has entrusted to
us.
In the 1940s, '50s, and '60s,
yields of most crops increased
because of the availability of
relatively inexpensive nitrogen
fertilizer, fertilizer that uses
large amounts of energy in its
production. The increase in
yields masked resource losses
by soil erosion. Fossil fuel-
based herbicides were added to
the arsenal for combating
weeds during these years. In-
flation in the '70s made land
worth progressively more and
covered up questionable
management practices. Today
we are reaping what we have
sown. Our groundwater is
becoming contaminated.
Much valuable, fertile top soil
has disappeared. Farmers are
leaving the land. These three
trends may be related.
The post-World War II goal
of producing as much food as
possible for a starving world
was good. However, max-
imum production methods-
without much consideration of
environmental costs-are still
generally being used by
farmers today. If we mine our
soil and other resources now
to produce surpluses, what
will we do in the future when
we will need precious top soil
and more land to feed the
world? Sustainable systems at-
tempt to avoid such future
problems.
Our present system of
agriculture is based on cheap
fossil fuel. It can be debated
how long the supply will ac-
tually last. But whether those
supplies last 30 years or 50
years, we should seek ways to
cut our reliance on fossil fuels.
To be part of an energy inten-
sive agricultural system, when
fossil fuels supplying this
energy become prohibitively
expensive or scarce, would be
disaster.
Public policy, however,
often discourages the develop-
ment of sustainable systems,
according to Dr. Garth
Youngberg of the Institute for
Alternative Agriculture. Rota-
tion of crops that supply
nitrogen, hold the soil in
place, and require less fer-





to maximize their crop bases
of feed grains and yields to ob-
tain maximum program
benefits. This encourages peo-
ple to plant crops that are
already in surplus such as corn
and wheat. The cost to the
federal government for the
farm program in 1986 was ap-
proximately $26 billion in the
form of subsidies paid to
farmers not to produce certain
crops.
In this context, there is a
ground swell of activity
toward sustainability in
agriculture. Many farmers and
organizations are doing their
own on-farm demonstration
and research. They are
pressuring the land grant
system and universities to ac-
celerate research in this area.
The state of Iowa recently set
up the Aldo Leopold Center
for Sustainable Agriculture.
Money to fund research ap-
propriated by the Center will
be independent of private
companies.
Dordt's own 1988 spring
faculty lecture series also dealt
with responsible agricultural
technology. Some of the issues
were: Does industry only mir-
ror society? Should industry
lead in doing what is right or
just be concerned with profit?
Should an educational institu-
tion, perhaps Dordt, take the
lead in looking toward a sus-
tainable agriculture? As Chris-
tian stewards what should we
be doing? (See report on page
4.)
What is stewardship? Is it
the equivalent of efficiency?
Does it mean getting the most
with what we have? Is it prac-
ticed like a twisted parable of
the talents? (Those that have
are good stewards if they get
more.) It is much more than
all of this. Stewardship in-
volves looking at systems of
agriculture to see if they are
just and fair. It means asking
questions that don't have im-
mediate answers. It means ex-
amining not only how efficient
our agricultural enterprises
are, but also whether they are
sustainable. Instead of just
studying how to raise animals
and crops efficiently and for
profit, exercising stewardship
means that we ask why we are
raising them.
Being stewardly also means
taking responsibility to do
what is right. We are responsi-
ble to God for caring for his
creation. We can't escape be-
ing stewards. The question is,
are we being good stewards or
poor ones?
Dordt College is uniquely
situated to explore sustainable
agriculture. It is one of few
Christian liberal arts colleges
that has an agricultural pro-
gram. It is located in an
agricultural area and has close
ties with agriculturalists.
Unlike land-grant universities,
it does not have ties with ma-
jor agri-business corporations
and so can set its own agenda.
It has the freedom in Christ to
ask questions and seek
answers.
But there can also be
dangers in our situation. Our
Agriculture Stewardship
Center facilities are by design
essentially production
facilities. Because we are
closely tied with local
agriculture we are sometimes
expected to abide by its stand-
ards. We must be careful not
to let those ties dictate the
direction we take. We must
look at system changes, not
simply judge how we do within
the system.
Our training as agricul-
turalists is largely from the
land grant-extension model.
Our students often come from
that mentality, and as pro-
fessors we can fall into the
trap of "give me something
quick and practical that I can
use immediately on my farm
to make more money." Such
an approach separates our
faith and our work. Then as
Reformed Christians we
reduce our Christianity to pie-
ty and Sunday-only worship.
Being a Christian in
agriculture may not be re-
duced to the idea of being
neat, efficient, kind, honest,
and pious.
The issues that I've raised
affect more people than those
involved in agriculture. The
agriculturalist is similar to the
foot soldier in an army. The
foot soldier is supported by a
whole network of people. All
of us, as Christians, should be
certain that we are responsible
stewards of the creation. I'm
afraid that we sometimes fall
into the mindset that en-
courages us to take as much as
we can from the created order
rather than to nurture and
keep It. We may not ra-
tionalize unstewardly actions
with the idea that the Lord is
coming soon, so we don't have
to worry about what we do
with the resources around us
or worry about them becom-
ing polluted or running out.
I hope that by God's grace
we can move beyond that idea.
The earth is the Lord's. Our
task while on earth is to extend
the Lordship of Christ to every
part of our world. In humility,
seeking wisdom from God,
let's work at the tasks we are
called to do. 0
Ron Vos teaches agriculture and








Dr. Chris Goedhart, Dordt's agronomist, is com-
mitted to sustainable agriculture and hopes the
department can implement some of the ideas
discussed in the lectures.
Spring faculty lectures explore
"Responsible Agricultural Technology"
Mark and Qarke were only two out
of a talented cast that kept the





Center be true to its name, and
how can it be distinctive and
Christian in facing the
challenge of the 21st century?
These questions and others
were raised in this year's
Spring Faculty Lecture series,
"Responsible Agricultural
Technology. "
The lecturers for the series
sponsored by the agriculture
department were Dr. Donald
N. Duvick, currently senior
vice president of research at
Pioneer Hi-Bred International
Inc., and Dr. C. Dean
Freudenberger, professor of
International Development
Studies, Missions, and Rural
Church at the School of
Theology at Claremont in
California.
Duvick's lecture, given on
Wednesday, February 24, was
titled "Responsible Agri-
cultural Technology-In-
dustry's Role." Duvick began
his lecture with an
autobiographical history, trac-
ing farming in his own family,
and going on to show the
gradual and increasing
dependence of farming on the
agricultural supply industries.
He believes that seed com-
panies and fertilizer suppliers
have responded to demands
from a profit-oriented society,
so that ultimately society is
responsible for the agricultural
technology that exists today.
"It seems to me that respon-
sible agriculture enhances the
natural system with which it
interacts," Freudenbergersaid
in a statement that summarizes
much of his lecture titled' 'The
Agricultural Agenda for the
Twenty-First Century: In
Quest of Just and
Regenerative Food Systems."
Freudenberger identified a
number of environmental and
social problems that are the
unanticipated results of the
present global agricultural
system. Then he argued for
alternative farming systems
and practices and for a
philosophy of regenerative
agriculture.
"The overarching goal of
twenty-first century
agriculture, like the goal [for
agriculture] today, is a world
without hunger, environmen-
tal stress and resource loss,"
Freudenberger said. "In view
of many centuries of
[resource) exhaustive
agricultural history, the
specific goal ought to be that





agriculture to be implemented,
where regenerative agriculture
means "not only... replacing
the essential resource, but
hopefully ... enhancing it,"
three principles must be pres-
ent: renewable resources are
used within the productive
range of the carrying capacity
of the given biota; all essential
non-renewabies are recycled;
and wastes produced in the
life-cycle are within the limits
of the absorptive capacity of
the system. Also, instead of
Dr. C.D. Freudenberger gave an Impassioned speech on the need for
enhancing rather than depleting agricultural resources.
evaluating farming only in
terms of profit, farming
systems should also be
evaluated by their contribu-
tion to the health of the land
and of human society.
While the lectures were
directed to the general college
audience, Dordt College
agronomist Chris Goedhart
noted that the lectures provid-
ed a strong challenge for the
Stewardship Center to ex-
amine how well the mandate
of stewardship is being ful-
filled. "We do need to
evaluate the management of
the center," Goedhart said,




For example, in the area of
soil conservation the Steward-
ship Center is not maintaining
long term sustainability even
though government standards
have been met. Currently,
work in the area of ridge
tillage and use of cover crops
that may reduce nitrate con-
tamination of groundwater are
being examined.
To examine the conse-
quences of current and alter-
native farming practices, the
Stewardship Center will need
to monitor the crops, soils,
and groundwater. Members of
Dordt's biology and
agriculture departments are in
the process of obtaining fund-
ing for a several-year project
to study these factors.
Goedhart also raised the
question of how to evaluate
whether a farm system is suc-
cessful. Currently success is
measured in dollars and cents
rather than long term en-
vironmental impact. Such
farming should not only be the
concern of individual farmers
but also the concern of a
Christian community, he feels.
Although there may not be
easy answers to the difficult
and somewhat radical ques-
tions brought up by the lec-
turers, concern for sustaining
the earth as Christian stewards
continues. D





T role in "The Foreigner," while an advantage-anyone whohe spring play this Vis led the fun. As a theatre wants to can get involved with
year, "The Foreigner" by arts major, Huisman became theatre: no matter what their
Larry Shue, represented the interested in the technical major. He would have liked to
grand finale of two acting design of the stage. He helped become a theatre major, but,
careers at Dordt. Seniors design the lighting scheme for like Huisman, he doesn't want
Clarke Huisman, from Lit- this playas well as for several to wait tables for the rest of his
tleton, Colorado, and Mark other Dordt productions. life. For Vis, acting serves as a
Vis, from Bozeman, Montana,' Huisman says he acts for the break from his classes and
play two English gents who sheer enjoyment of it because studies.
visit Tilghman County, he knows that many actors Both Huisman and Vis in-
Georgia. Because of Charlie's and actresses wait tables more tended to "go out with a
(Vis) shyness, Frog (Huisman) than they act. Technical peo- bang" since "The Foreigner"
tells the innkeeper that he pie have a better chance to get was their last hurrah at Dordt.
can't speak English. What a job and keep it, and They did just that. They were
follows proves to be a Huisman knows the impor- glad the play was a comedy
hilarious, ironic story for the tance of food and shelter. giving them the opportunity to
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Residence halls become more
than a place to sleep
Miriam Keen
Walking into Michele
Cobb's room, you are sur-
rounded by deep earthy colors
and can't help feeling
comfortable. In the room is a
television, a hot-air popper,
plants, a stereo, a wicker
chest, two desks, two closets, a
dresser, an exercise bike, a
mini tramp, and a couch.
Look up and you'll see two
beds on five-foot stilts. Is this
some sort of joke? Ail those
things in one room? Yes, one
room measuring 200 square
feet. Dordt has several of these
rooms-204 to be exact in the
North and East Hall residence
halls.
The residence halls at Dordt
house approximately 500
students, nearly 55 percent of
Ruth Alons relaxes with a book in Michele Cobb's room.
the student population. At the
beginning of the school year,
each room looks like all the
others-four beige walls, two
desks, two closets, one
dresser, a bunk bed, and a
mirror. Within a short time,
however, each room reveals
the personality of its oc-
cupants.
Take Michele's room, for
instance. Michele is a
freshman elementary educa-
tion major' from Everett,
Washington. When she ar-
rived at Dordt, her roommate,
Patty De Nooy, from Pella,
Iowa, had already built their
loft and placed the couch in its
corner. They had written to
each other over the summer
and agreed that it would be
best if Patty supplied the fur-
nishings since Michele lived so
Jim Timmermans and Bruce Disselkoen lake a break to talk to-Bruce Kuiper.
far away. Still, the room
reveals Michele's personality.
Above her desk a piece of
piano sheet music provides a
background for several pic-
tures of her family and
friends. Michele enjoys having
others over, and the warm,
dark colors of her room tend
to lure people in to chat. Her
love for her home state is evi-
dent from the Mt. Baker
poster on the wall and "I love
Washington" mug on her
desk. She says that at first she
really didn't feel at home but
eventually became comfort-
able in the residence hall.
Sophomore Ruth Alons, a
Hospers, Iowa, art major,
reveals her personality in her
many creations displayed
around the room. The draw-
ings and paintings she's done
give a sense of what she's like.
Building a loft was first prior-
ity for Ruth and her room-
mate, Shonna Zylstra, from
Grandville, Michigan. They
arranged the couch and
posters around it. Even
though Ruth lives close to
home, she feels a "homey"
room is important. For Ruth,
decorating her room the way
she wants it is easier because
she can go home to get
something for that extra
touch. But no matter how
comfortable the room, more
space is sometimes necessary.
Ruth and her friends occa-
sionally escape to Bresler's or
some other place to sit and
chat.
Amy Hoekstra, a freshman
from Lansing, Illinois, had
help from her brother, Darrin,
a junior. Darrin built a loft for
Amy and her roommate,
Melinda Lachniet, from
Grand Rapids, Michigan. He
also provided a recliner, which
is perhaps a little rough
around the edges. but still ser-
viceable. Pastel posters make
the room bright and cheery,
while the loft gives it lots of
open space. For Amy, the
room is more a place to sleep
and study than anything else.
But what about the guys? Is
it as important for them to
have a homelike room? Steve
Zwart, a sophomore from
Hawarden, Iowa, thinks so.
He has a room to himself, but
still finds he likes the extra
space his loft provides. Get-
ting his room in its final form,
however, proved to be a "ma-
jor headache." .. It was trial
and error from the
beginning," Steve said,
because he didn't really know
where he wanted anything.
After his arranging and rear-
ranging, eventually everything
fell into place in what he con-
siders his home away from
home. Like Ruth, even though
Hawarden is only a half-hour
drive away, he finds it impor-
tant to have a homey room.
Bruce Kuiper is a
sophomore resident assistant
in one wing of North Hall.
Last year his family lived in
Cedar Falls, Iowa. Now they
live in Hull, Iowa, quite a bit
closer to Dordt. Bruce says
that, because he lives closer to
home this year, feeling homey
in his dorm room isn't as
much of a priority as it was
last year. Yet, he too has a loft
to give more living space. And
it is easy to feel at home in
Bruce's room because there
are several comfortable places
to sit. One quality of an RA
concerned for his colleagues is
availability, and perhaps
Bruce chose his decor as much
for others as for himself. He
leaves his room unlocked, so
that his "wingies" can walk in
at any time to study or relax.
•Dordt's wide variety of
students creatively alter what
are identical ~'homes" at the
outset to reflect colorful per-
sonalities and unique
interests. []
Michele Cobb uses her ladder as a
perch to talk on the phone.
, , ... at first she





Inches from the celling, Melinda
Lachnlet studies In her loft·bed.
5
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Thanks to you •
Some colleges give an-
nual awards to alumni for
outstanding service to the
alumni association or college.
. For a short time a few years
ago, Dordt College did the
same. In recent meetings of
the alumni association board
of directors, we have con-
sidered reviving that award.
After much discussion we
decided against re-establishing
an annual award at this time.
The board members agreed
that deciding from among
dozens of possibilities, which
alumnus (or two or three) had
best served the college or
alumni association would be a
near-impossible task.
Not being blessed with the
wisdom of Solomon, we
agreed that we would prefer to
regularly thank as many alum-
ni as possible for the work
they have done for the college.
• •
Kenneth Baker ('74), Hamilton, Ontario
Helen (Slegers) De Groot ('71), Hull, IA
Melba (Knutzen) De Kok ('68), Waupun, WI
Eldon ('67) and Connie Dyk, Denver, CO
Eleanor (Cuperus) Feenstra ('67), Hull, IA
Carol (Verhoeven) Gabrielse (ex '77), Chino, CA
Evie (Olthoff) Haupt ('69), Wellsburg, IA
Jack and Mary Ann (Verbrugge) Heinen ('75, '75),
Twin Cities, MN
Darlene (Visser) Hesse (ex '66), Salem, OR
Katie (Veenstra, ex '65) and Robert Hoogwerf, Volga, SD
Jane (Vanden Heuvel) Jelgerhuis ('84), Holland, MI
Gail (Schaap) Kooi ('68), Lake Worth, FL
Kathy (Ponstein) Kooyenga ('75), Chicago, IL
Glenda (Vande Kamp) Kragt (ex '72), Bradenton, FL
Bernice (Vander Zee) Kreykes ('74), Sheldon, IA
Grace (Wind) Lengkeek ('79), Visalia, CA
Nancy (Vander Woude) Maas ('71), Mount Vernon, WA
Marvin and Marilyn (Redeker) Meyer, (ex '64, ex '64),
Sunnyside, WA
Kelli (Keller) Schuttinga ('71), Phoenix, ~Z
Elaine (Bootsma) Ten Napel (ex '74), Sibley, IA
Marilyn (Vande Werfhorst) Vander Griend (ex '63),
Sheldon,IA
Lois (Assink) Van Dusseldorp ('73), Platte, SD
William and Beverly (Advocaat) Van Hal ('66, ex '69),
Sunnyside, WA
Winerva (De Ruyter) Ver Steeg ('65), Rock Valley, IA
Allen "Bud" and Estella (Dahm) Vis (ex '60, ex '60),
Edgerton, MN
Marlyn Visser ('71), Orange City, IA
One group of alumni have
given outstanding service to
the college over the last three
years. As local chairpersons.
for Heritage 21 dinners they
have been instrumental in the
success of the Heritage 21
Campaign, which is close to
reaching its $8.5 million goal.
$6 million has been raised for
student financial aid, with the
remainder earmarked for the
building and endowment
funds.
Says Lyle Gritters, vice
president for college advance-
ment, "We deeply appreciate
all of the time and effort these
alumni have put into serving
as chairpersons in their respec-
tive cities. The dinners and
subsequent fundraising ac-
tivities would not have been
possible without their con-
tribution.' ,
Following is a list of those
alumni and the communities in
which the dinners were held:





Vacation at Dordt College/ o
"The reunion was worth every mile traveled
to get here. "
"Fantastic. I wouldn't change a thing."
"Thoroughly enjoyable and worthwhile. "
"Great set-up for children. "
"Our family had a wonderful time and






Reunion '88, August 12-14, is for you if you started
Dordt in 1974, 1969, 1964, or 1956.
Look for more information in the mail. 8
Do YOU SEE
SOMEONE YOU KNOW ON
THIS LIST? If you do, you
can help them learn about
their upcoming reunion,
August 12-14, by sending us
their address. Write to the
Alumni Office, Dordt College,






















Annie (De Groot) Taylor
















Christinia (De Groot) Koole





Bernita (Visser) Vander Schaaf
Hank H. Binnema
Terri Byker






















The night Dr. King
was shot, four of us-small-
town, small-college, white
kids-followed the Gulf's
eastern shore on an all-night
trek from southern Florida to
New Orleans, It was spring
break, 1968, only a few
months from the summer that
seemed, even at the time, to
change all of our lives,
Lyndon B, Johnson had
withdrawn from the Presiden-
tial race just a few nights
earlier. We'd heard the news
at a dance on the beach at Ft.
Lauderdale, while hundreds of
bodies jerked and squirmed to
the bashing bass of the Rolling
Stones, pumped out by some
utility band up in front on a
makeshift stage, The lead
singer had announced it,
yelled it through a screeching
PA as if all the partiers had
just nailed down a great upset.
"LBJ's quit!" he yelled,
"LBJ's out of the race!"
Momentarily politicized, the
whole lot of us raised our fists
and yelled before the massive
beat resumed,
It was early evening several
days later when we heard
about Dr. King's death over
the AM band on the radio in
the '62 Chevy with the Iowa
plates, We were on our way to
New Orleans' French Quarter,
sin city, four lusty guys, tired
and sunburned, traveling
along some several hundred
comfortable miles south of
our own evangelical Chris-
tianity,
All night long; from the
time we'd scarfed down cheap
hamburgers for late supper,
through the next morning's
first whispered glow behind
us, the radio kept spilling news
about King's death-news
stories interrupting music,
statements being read by just
about anybody big enough to
merit media time, memorials
and obituaries produced and
taped months before James
Earl Ray had even known
about a garbage strike in
Memphis,
The sun wore a heavy mask
of Gulf fog that morning when
light finally opened our eyes to
the coast, I don't remember
where we were exactly, but the
chore of keeping ourselves
awake made us pull over at the
nearest dive, however seedy.
It was still before six, the
morning dressed in haze, Two
guys kept right on sleeping in
the back seat, but Larry and I
walked up to the door of the
greasy spoon and found it very
much awake,
What we saw inside remains
as the most vivid picture I took
during 1968 spring break, It
was a party, and the place was
full of rednecks, open bottles
standing on the tables, even
though the place was not a
bar. A sign up near the cash
register told us that all the pro-
ceeds that day would go to the
Klan, The juke box wailed out
music I'd never heard before,
half rock'n'roll, half country,
all of them thick
with racist spit. I
remember want-
ing to write down
the words as we sat
there and waited for
our hotcakes, I
wanted to remember
them, But I was afraid.
These were men I'd seen
before, but only in
Faulkner.
We had walked right into
an all-night party, But this one
was all male, all white, and all
hate, their whooping
celebrating a dead body
sprawled in a bath of blood on
a Memphis motel balcony,
We sat quietly and ate a
breakfast served up, oddly, by
a cook whose black face ap-
peared then disappeared above
the window shelf where plates
full of breakfast came up
miraculously from the back,
The partiers seemed
oblivious to us, As I remember
it now, twenty years later, it
seems we sat there and ate hot-
cakes as if something invisible
stood between us, as if some
omniscient theater director
had staged this moment for us,
something we'd never seen
before and would never see
again,
That's what I remember of
King's murder. That's what I
know of racist hate,
But Martin Luther King had
come into my life already four
years earlier, when my friend's
father asked me to go along
with him to a meeting, a
meeting spread around in
whispers and fleeting glances,
a get-together of like minds in
a .huge mansion on the bluffs
above Lake Michigan in a
small Wisconsin city near the
town where I grew up,
I was a boy-barely sixteen,
an evangelical Christian, a
sworn enemy of atheistic com-
munism, a patriotic American
youth who that very fall wrote
a civics essay about American
responsibility in Southeast
Asia, I still have that essay,
written in a fine cursive hand.
We sat on folding chairs on
the lower floor of that man-
sion-not just steel folding
chairs, but padded folding







excited about being in
that place, as if we were
banded together like the
disciples, doing some upper-
room plotting to determine
what kind of righteousness
America needed, Invitation to
the mansion had come only by
word of mouth, and I felt
privileged to be there.
The feature of that
evening's meeting was a
slide/tape presentation featur-
ing Martin Luther King caught
in candid shots talking to peo-
ple who the taped voice
claimed were communists.
And I remember the point of
the slide/tape because for
several years afterward I
believed it: that behind the
movement for civil rights in
America, the Russian bear sat
back calmly and waited, like
some forest cousin, to devour
the honey sweetness of
American liberty,
I respected my friend's
. father; in fact, I still do, very
much. Maybe that's why in my
memory that mansion meeting
is couched in respect and devo-
tion and even love-love of
country, love of culture, love
of home, Maybe that is why
those two moments in my
life-a bayou all-night party
and an evening's secret Birch
Society meeting, both virulent-
ly racist -seem almost to clash
in tone and spirit, while the
line that separates them is ac-
tually thread-thin,
Most of us, even today, do
not find hate attractive. It's
love that redeems us, cleanses
us, I've never felt any affinity
with the men in the all-night
cafe, but I still admire the man
who brought me to the man-
sion, even though I don't
share his politics,
But in those moments when
I feel latent racism running in
me-as I do-I know now that
its source is often least
recognizable and most un-
manageable when it emerges
from love,
Hate is not one of the seven
deadly sins, oddly enough,
although it has a kissing
cousin in Wrath, The king of
seven deadlies, to the world of
medieval theologians and to
the world we know today, is
still pride-pride in self first of
all, but also pride in culture, in
country,' in race-pride that
sometimes upholsters itself in
the soft fabrics and gentle lines
of love,
I wish, sometimes, it were
easier. 0
James C Schaap teaches English
at Dordt College.
"Most of us, even
today, do not find
hate attractive. It's
love that redeems us,
cleanses us."
., .. ,-.. \",., ,""','
7
FuTURE DEFENDERS
Gerald and Rose (Koed-am, ex '74)
Schr oedermeter , Amy Lynn,
December 16, 1987. Gerald and Rose
live in Sioux Falls, SD, and both work
at Sioux Valley Hospital.
Dave and Betty (Yff, '75) Wiersma.
Mark Alan, October 9, 1987, joins
Julie. 6, Michael, 4, and Joel, 2. Dave
works at lungs Seed Co. in Randolph
and Betty is a full-time homemaker.
They live in Randolph, WI.
LeRoy and Melinda (Pasma, '76)
Costa, Ashley Nicole, November 12,
1987. LeRoy is a farmer and Melinda
is a homemaker. They live in Escalon,
CA.
Doug and Carla (Runia) Vande
Griend ('76, '76), Joshua Thomas,
February 28, 1988, joins Zachary, 5,
and Timothy, 2. Doug practices law
and has a computer business. Carla is
a homemaker. They live in Salem,
OR.
nan and Debbie Weitzel ('76),
Andrew Jacob, January 19, 1988,
joins Jameson, 3. Dan is the plant
manager at Gates Rubber Co. Mfg.
They live in Boone, IA.
Edward and Nelly (Den Otter)
Boerema (ex '76, ex '78), Jurgen
Cedric, joins Galen, 10, Issac, 7, and
Marike, 4. Ed farms with his brother
and Nelly is a homemaker. They live
in Pantego, NC.
Duane and Louanne Starn (ex '77),
Daniel Ellis and Samantha Marie,
June 9, 1987. The Starns live in
Negaunee, MI.
Steve and Shelly Van Sant ('77),
Breighann Adrianna, September 22,
1987, joins Brandon, 4, and Brett, 2.
Steve is the principal and 7·8 teacher
at New Holland Christian Grade
School and Shelly is a homemaker.
They live in New Holland, SD.
Darwin and Teresa (De Jong, '77)
Van Wyk, Korey Gene, Kyle Lee, and
KrystaJ Dawn, February 16, 1988.
Darwin is a farmer and Teresa is a
homemaker. They live in Grinnell, IA.
Phil and Laurie (Schurman, '78)
Goodyk, Joseph Michael, January 2,
1988, joins Lindsay, 5, Daniel, 4, and
Matthew, 2. Phil is an engineering
technician for Precision Pulley, Inc.
and Laurie is a homemaker. They live
in Pella, IA.
Cliff and Linda (Vanden Hoek)
Hoekstra ('78, '78), Keith Daniel,
February 28, 1988, joins Chad, .5.
Cliff is pastor of the Emden CRC in
Renville, MN, and Linda is a
homemaker.
Dr. John and Sandy Kanis ('78),
Alexandra B., January 20, 1988, joins
S. Douglas, 8, and Zachary, 5. They
live in Pella, IA.
Colin and Darla Feikema ('79), Rita
Lyn, December 28, 1987. Colin is a
farmer and Darla works part-time as a
registered nurse. They live in
Edgerton, MN.
Steve and Sue Schans ('79), Luke
Andrew, November 23, 1987, joins
Evan, 4, and Tracy, 2. Steve is an
estimator/salesman for JNO Worner
Hardware and Sue is a homemaker.
They live in Tallahassee, FL.
David and Marlyce (Vander Pol)
Snyder ('79, '77), Jeffrey David,
March 18, 1987, joins Rachel, 5, and
Christopher, 3. Dave teaches
philosophy at Calvin College and
Marlyce is a homemaker. They live in
Grand Rapids, MI.
Jack and Kim (Kramer) Warner
('79, ex '82), Kevin Michael, October
13, 1987, joins Chad, 2. Jack is an
estimator and an assistant controlJer
for Prince Corp. in Holland and Kim
is a homemaker. They live in Zeeland,
Ml.
Larry and Harriet Stellingwerff
('79) Asselstine, Stephanie Mary,
January 25, 1988, joins Aaron, 4, and
Naomi, 2. They live in Surrey, BC.
Vernon and Patricia (Penning)
Droge ('80, '78), Candace Ann,
February 11. 1988. joins Valerie, 4,
and Mindy, 2. They farm near
Manhattan, MT.
Anthony and Evelyn Bylenga ('80),
Mark Edward, March 3, 1988. They
live in Wyoming, ON.
John and Laurie Zinkand ('80)
Selles, Natalie Adrienne, June 18,
1987. John is an architect/develop-
ment consultant for the Co-operative
Housing Federation of Toronto and
Laurie is a free-lance designer. They
live in Toronto, ON.
Dan and Val (Ten Napel) Westra
('80, '80), Kaila Beth, December 27,
1987, joins Kara. Dan is an ad-
ministrator/teacher at Ocheyedan
Christian School. They live in
Ocheyedan, IA.
John and Judy (Vander Kwaak)
Vander Zwaag (ex '82, 80), Denise
Tina, July 13, 1987, joins Lisa, 2.
John is a shipper for Oakmont In-
dustries and Judy is a research assis-
tant in the field of child development
and human relations. Thye live in
Langley, BC.
Doug and Gail (Tinklenberg, '81)
Achterhof, Rachel Dawn, November
5, 1987, joins Sara, 2. Doug is an
operations manager for ITT Com-
metical Finance Corp. and Gail is a
homemaker. They live in Highland,
IN.
Marinus and Donna (Mulder, '81)
De Jong, Robin Marie, December 19,
1987, joins Amanda, 1. Marinus is a
software engineer at ComDesign and
Donna is a homemaker. They live in
Goleta, CA.
Russell and Linda (Tanis)
Groenendyk (ex '81, '76), Benjamin
Lawrence, November 2, 1987, joins
Jeanetta, 2. Russell farms and works
part-time for Culligan in Downs, KS.
Linda is now a homemaker after
teaching for 8 years.
Harry and Audrey Stigter (ex '82),
Alison Nicole, May 16, 1987, joins
Jeffrey, 5, and Michelle, 3. They live
in Reddiff, AB, where they operate a
greenhouse business.
Mark and Jerilyn Koolstra ('82),
Meghan Leigh, March I, 1988, joins
Aubrey, 3, and Heather, 2. Mark is
the Plant Manager at Scandia Plastics
Inc. They live in Sheboygan, WI.
John and Joanne (Claus, '82) Paul,
Karen Elizabeth, December 21, 1987,
joins Jessica, 2. John is working on his
Ph.D. in soil science at the University
of Guelph and Joanne received her
M.S.W. in Community Development/
Social Planning in 1987. They live in
Guelph, ON.
David and Diane (Schurman)
Vander Schaaf ('82, '83), Justin
David, November 5,1987. They live in
Elmhurst, IL.
Ed and Denise (Van Gorp) Blok (ex
'83, '82), Timothy Jay, December 23,
1987, joins Amy Renee, 2. Ed is a
dairy farmer and Denise is a
homemaker. They live in Lynden,
WA.
Bruce and Diane (Beltman)
Grotenhuis (ex '83, ex '83), Collin
Marcus, May 4, 1987. Bruce is a Pro-
grammer/Analyst for Heritage Com-
munications, Inc. Diane is a home-
typist for Meredith Corp. and a
homemaker. They live in Urbandale,
IA.
Andrew and Karen (Byerly) Gorter
('83, '83), Katherine Marie, March 8,
1988. Andrew graduates from Calvin
Seminary in May and is a part-time
associate pastor of the Ada CRC,
Ada, MI. Karen is a homemaker after
working as office manager of Calvin's
counseling center for five years.
Randy and Barb (Ward, '83)
Postma, Stephen James, February 17,
1988, joins Matthew, I. Randy is a
diesel mechanic in Orange City, lA,
and Barb is a secretary and a
homemaker.
Harlan and Dawn (Kooiman, '83)
Tinklenberg, Kelsey Dawn, January
21, 1988. Harlan is employed by
Country Lumber and Dawn is a
homemaker after working in Medical
Records at the Pipestone County
Medical Center. They live in
Edgerton, MN.
Roger and Edith (Vanden Brink,
'83) Vander Veen, Bradley John,
October 31, 1987. Roger is a student at
the Mid-America Reformed Seminary
and Edith is a homemaker. They live
in Orange City, IA.
Roger and Julie Wallenburg ('83),
Desiree Alicia, January 14, 1988, joins
Jeannie, I. Roger is employed by the
Army Reserve in a full-time position
with the 187th Separate Infantry
Brigade at Fort Devens, MA.
Vance and Laurie Brouwer ('84),
Jeremy Michael. The Brouwers live in
Sioux Falls, SD.
Ed and Sylvia IPreuter) Jager ('84,
'84), Aaron Timothy, October 25,
1987, joins Stephanie, 2. Ed is com-
pleting his final year of seminary.
They live in Grand Rapids, MI.
Kerry and Kam (Venhuizen) Manus
('84, '84), Kendrick George, July 28,
1987, joins Stephan Raine, 2. Kerry
teaches business subjects at Des
Moines Christian School and Kam
works part-time as a pregnancy
counselor for Bethany Christian Ser-
vices. They live in Des Moines, IA.
Dave and Gayle (Mulder) Kroon
('84, '86), Lerae Gayle, November 5,
1987. Dave is finishing his final year at
Calvin Seminary and Gayle is a
homemaker. They live in Grand
Rapids, MI.
Drew and Jane (Vanden Heuvel)
Jelgerhuis ('85, '84), Ross Alan,
December II, 1987, joins Jessica
Marie. They live in Holland, MI.
Kraig and Norma (Groenendyk)
Roozeboom ('85, ex '85), Rachel
Elise, October 18, 1987, joins Andrew
Lee, 2. Kraig is a research associate at
Iowa State University and is working
on a master's degree in agronomy.
Norma is a homemaker. They live in
Ames,IA.
Rollin and Tessa (Mulder) Evink (ex
'86, '85), Jonathon Koert, January 5,
1988. Rollin is an electronic technician
at Abbott Laboratories in Irving and
Tessa is a homemaker. They live in
Grapevine, TX.
Jim and Julie Richards ('86), Justin
James, December 27, 1987. They live
in Colorado Springs, CO.
BECOMING ONE
Ralph Slaber, Susan DuMez ('76),
July 25, 1987. Ralph is a systems
analyst at the Mercantile Exchange in
Chicago and Susan is teaching fourth
grade at Highland Christian School.
They live in Highland, IN.
Lyle Huisman, Julia Vanden Brink
('81, '86), August 15,1987. Lyle owns
and operates L & K Clothing in
Orange City and Julia is a tele-sales
representative at K·Products. They
live in Orange City, IA.
Jim Hill, Ann Voogd ('83), July II,
1987. Jim is a heavy equipment
operator and foreman for Davis
Brothers Construction in Boca Raton,
and Ann is an ESL teacher in inner
city Miami. They live in Sunrise, FL.
Tom Jonker, Pat Navis ('83), June
20, 1987. Tom works for Top-Soil
Testing Service, Inc., and Pat teaches
second grade at Chicago Southwest
Christian School. They live in
Frankfort, IL.
Robert Early, Mary Hulst (ex '84),
October J 7, 1987. Bob is a pilot for
United Airlines and Mary teaches
aerobics and does data entry work for
Airborne Express. They live in
Aurora, CO.
Steve Nelson, Marjorie Jones (ex
'84), April 10, 1988. The Nelsons live
in Portland, OR.
Galen Van Maanen, Marlene De
Jong ('84), June 19, 1987. Galen is a
computer consultant for Van
Maanen's in Rock Valley and
Sheldon. Marlene is a first grade
teacher at the Rock Valley Christian
School. They live in Rock Valley, IA.
Tom De Vries, Myrna Bolkema
('85), August 14, 1987. Tom is a
farmer and Myrna teaches second
grade at Orange City Christian
School. They live in Ireton, lAo
Lee Diedrich, Deborah Sikkens
('87, '86), July 10, 1987. Lee is
teaching special education at Umatilla
High School and coaches the junior
varsity boys basketball and varsity
baseball teams. Deborah is an ad-
ministrative agent for Simmons In-
surance Agency. They live in
Umatilla, OR.AwMNINEWS
Harold J. Bruxvoort ('60) has been
awarded a Doctor of Arts in English
from Drake University, Des Moines,
IA. Harold teaches- journalism,
speech, and literature courses at
Reformed Bible College in Grand
Rapids, MI.
DaD Wellzel ('76) has been ap-
pointed plant manager of the Gates
Rubber Company's manufacturing
facility in Boone, IA. Weitzel joined
Gates in 1976 as a manufacturing pro-
duction planner. He lives in Denver,
CO.
Dave R. and Deb (Verbrugge) De
JODg ('83, '81) will be moving from
State Farm Insurance Co. in Bloom-
ington, IL, to Chicago. Dave has
accepted the position as Senior Pro-
grammer/ Analyst with the Harris
Trust & Savings Bank. The De Jongs
have two children, Daniel, 3, and
Joshua, 1. They live in Munster, IN.
WE'D LIKE TO HEAR
FROMYOUI
Many times alumni have told us that they
would like to read more about other alumni.
We try to profile one person in each issue in
our "Through the Prism" section, but would
also like to expand our alumni news column.
We encourage you to send us a paragraph or
two about what you are doing. You might
even include a picture. Don't feel that you
need to report a birth or a marriage to write
to us. We're interested in those who are busy
at other stages of their lives, too. Drop us a
note or use the clipping to the left. We hope to
hear from you. A nd thinks!
r---------------------------,J CORRESPONDENCE CLIPPING
We at Dordt College are interested in hearing how you are
doing and what kinds of events are happening in your life.
Please check and fill out the coupon below and mail to:














Distinguished Scholar A ward
Three high school • •seniors receive new
Sally Jongsma selected because of their ACT
sccres and superior academic
records in high school. "All
are excellent students," says
associate director of financial
aid Mike Epema.
The Distinguished Scholar
Award is a new scholarship to
draw academically gifted
students to Dordt, says
Epema. This and other new
scholarships are being made
available as a result of money
raised through the college's
Heritage 21 Campaign.
Mark chose Dordt because
he wanted to grow academical-
ly and spiritually at a Christian
college. Dordt's size and the
spirit he noticed among
Three incoming
freshmen will be the first reci-
pients of Dordt's new
Distinguished Scholar Award.
Mark Blankespoor from Pella
Christian High School in
Pella, Iowa; Pam De Boer
from Central Minnesota
Christian High School in
Prinsburg, Minnesota; and
John Van Dyk from Unity
Christian High School in
Orange City, Iowa, will each
receive scholarships totaling
$3500for each of their years at
Dordt.
Mark, Pam, and John were
students appealed to him.
Mark has been active in
many different areas in high
school. He participated in
band and choir as well as All-
State Chorus and several solo-
ensemble contests. He has
been a member of the Foren-
sics Club throughout his high
school career, winning top
honors at state speech contests
all four years. He also par-
ticipated in many sports, serv-
ing as co-captain of both the
basketball and baseball teams.
He has been a class officer and
member of student council
during most of his high school
years.
Mark's goal is to be a
CRC quota support (4)
Only 50 percent give quota relief
Lyle Gritters without any assurances to
I Synod that the $4,000 savingsn principle, the will actually be channeled to
synodical quota relief program an area college.
"allows and encourages" As a result, classes and/or
CRC classes and churches to churches may elect to ignore
provide CRC-related colleges the Synodical instruction to
such as Dordt with 'financial "employ the monies saved
support that is proportionate through quota reduction to
to that provided by regular finance their area's college"-
quotas to Calvin. In reality, which is precisely what many
however, Dordt receives only of tbem do. Participation in
about half of what the the quota relief program for
Synodical quota relief pro- Dordt varies considerably by
gram 'I allows and areas.
encourages." Almost all of the 120
The standard is set by Synod churches of Area 4 (Midwest)
when it adopts the annual submit the full amount of their
denominational quotas for quota reduction to Dordt.
Calvin College. Calvin quotas This support from the six
cover the difference between classes of Area 4 covers the
tuition income and annual above-tuition costs of
operating costs. Last year, educating CRC students from
that difference was approx- Area 4.
imately $3,500,000, excluding Classis Wisconsin and many
the seminary. of the churches of the two
Using that figure plus an ex- British Columbia classes pro-
tra amount to cover an- vide quota relief support to
ticipated shortages from Dordt based on the propor-
churches that do not or cannot tionate number of students
pay their Calvin quotas, they have attending Dordt ver-
Synod sets area "per family" sus other CRC-related colleges
quotas. This systemof support that their students attend. This
assures that Calvin's total money covers the above-
above-tuition financial needs tuition costs for the 62 CRC
for its annual operating ex- students from these areas.
penses will be met through the The greatest improvement is
quota program. needed from Area 6, the
Whether or not Dordt western half of the United
receives quota support, States. In 1987each of the 136
however, depends entirely on churches in this district was
the "voluntary response" of granted an automatic reduc-
each church and! or classis to tion of $36 per family in
the quota relief granted by denominational quotas under
Synod. For example, each Synod's quota relief program
CRC in Classis Rocky Moun- for area colleges. Based on
tain (Area 6) has been granted 9,500 CRC families in Area 6,
an automatic reduction of this amounted to a savings of
$39.80 per family in its quotas $352,000.
for 1988. A typical Colorado However, less than a third
CRC with 100families receives of these 136 churches actually
a reduction of $4,000 in its channeled their quota "sav- Lyle Gritten is vice president for
denominational quotas, ings" to Dordt as their area college advancement
:~{:::&%t%8't:tt.tJM$::~Ci=',wtq~$ffitr=:iliL ,m.mw:mmrr $f%%i$ ·l@:Mtm"W&%W&m%iii®..:tlT:i®:-rtlWRRRRRIWYnW4t%ft:t:~~%t$.®.>¥&Mt(R· ·tl.i®.tlLRRRRRoo.£wrM· Ri®tli®tlRRRRRa
college. Therefore, there was a
significant shortage in cover-
ing the above-tuition costs for
the 160 CRC students from
Area 6 who attended Dordt
last year (who represented 20
percent of Dordt's total CRC
enrollment). These costs had
to be raised through a special
fund raising effort-the Fall
Foundation Drive.
This puts Dordt at a signifi-
cant disadvantage compared
to Calvin in terms of financial
resources. Calvin can use all of
the gift support it receives
through its annual special
fund raising programs for
such important things as
scholarship funds, building
needs, etc. Dordt, on the other
hand, must commit its entire
Fall Foundation Drive results
to operating expenses.
If all or even most of the
Christian Reformed churches
who received denominational
"quota relief" last year had
used that relief to support
their area CRC-related col-
leges, Dordt College would
have received all of its above-
tuition operating costs from
the Synodical quota relief pro-
gram, putting Dordt on an
equal financial footing to
Calvin in terms of church sup-
port.
In the next issue of the
Voice, we will conclude this
series by suggesting someways
in which Synod could en-
courage or insure more
uniform participation in its
quota relief program for area
colleges. We will also look at
some possible alternatives to
the present CRC Synodical
program for the support of its
colleges. 0
scholarship
physical therapist. "I am
fascinated by the tremendous
body God has given us," he
writes. "That is why I am
thinking about becoming a
physical therapist in a sports
injuries clinic. I think a Chris-
tian outlook is necessary to tap
the inner strength and bring
recovery of depressed accident
victims and athletes with vary-
ing injuries."
Like Mark, Pam keeps busy
with much more than her
studies. Also an athlete, she
has participated in volleyball,
basketball, and track. She was
part of the school's
Knowledge Bowl team, the
student council, the school
play, the newspaper staff; and
she served as a class officer.
Pam chose Dordt for several
reasons. One was its strong
liberal arts education, another
its Christ-centered emphasis.
Another was the fact that her
parents and her brother at-
tended Dordt-"And they ap-
pear to have turned out
relatively okay so I would like
to give Dordt a try as well."
Pam is not sure what her
major field of study will be,
but she is interested in both
Spanish and business ad-
ministration.
John sees attending Dordt
as a natural next step in his
Christian education and looks
to Dordt to broaden his educa-
tion from a Christian perspec-
tive. And Dordt is close to
home since his family lives in
Sioux Center.
John has played cello in his
school orchestra during each
of his years at Unity. He has
also played major roles in
school plays, been a member
of the track and cross country
teams, served on student coun-
cil, started a videotaping club,
worked as a reporter for the
Sioux Center Neus, and been a
member of the Quiz Bowl
team. One of John's major in-
volvements has been with the
school newspaper, yearbook,
and fine arts magazine. He is
currently editor of the .paper
and hopes to continue to use
those talents once he gets to
Dordt.
Although, like Pam, John is
not sure of which career he
hopes to pursue, his interests
lie in foreign languages and
communications. He feels that
Dordt will broaden his studies
until he finds his calling. "I
want to spend my life doing
something meaningful in the
Lord's service," he says. Like
the others, John sees graduate
school as a likely possibility
and is looking to Dordt to help
lay the Christian foundation

















The 198748 Dordt College Defenders. Front row (I to r): Jerry Boer, Derrick Altens, Jay Scbelaaas, Jim Poppema, Kevin Gesink. Middle row (I to r):
Craig Stiemsma (assistant coach), Loren Greenfield, GaUen Veurink, Steve Ver Meer, Jay Woudstra, Mike Elgersma (manager). Back row (I to r): Larry
Faber, Joel Veenstra, Kevin Veenstra, Greg Van Soelen, Jeff Van Lingen.
Jim De Young
March 5 turned out to
be a memorable evening for
the Dordt College Defender
basketball team as they earned
their first NAIA District 15
Championship. Spectators
entering the gym were met by
an air of excitement and signs
reading "Kansas City or
Bust."
Having defeated Briar Cliff
earlier in the week, Dordt went
on to earn their first trip to the
NAIA national tournament in
Kansas City by defeating St.
Ambrose College 105-83.
On Saturday, March 19, in
front of an estimated crowd of
3000 supporters, the
Defenders bowed out of the
tournament with a quarter-
final loss to second-seeded
Waynesburg College of
Pennsylvania.
But the loss in Kansas City's
Kemper Arena followed two
upset victories as the unseeded
Defenders defeated the




senior center Greg Van Soelen.
He led the scoring for Dordt in
all three games, ending with a
total of 112 points.
While Van Soelen was able
Iw':::=:;;;::::;;;: to post a field goal percentage
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of over 80 percent in the
previous two games, a corn-
bination of tough defense and
fatigue held him to 58 percent
against Waynesburg.
The entire Dordt College
team came out cold and ten-
tative against the quick and
aggressive Waynesburg team.
Defender coach Rick Vander
Berg said in a post-game inter-
view that his team was tired in
this their third game in four
days. The potent Dordt of-
fense, which had shot 60 and
70 percent from the field in the
first two games, could manage
only 30 percent in the first half
against Waynesburg.
Waynesburg scored the first
points of the game after con-
trolling the tip, but Dordt
pulled even at 12with 13:18 re-
maining in the half. Three
minutes later Van Soelen drew
his second foul and went to the
bench. Waynesburg began
building a lead.
Dordt was able to cut the
lead, which had been as great
as 14 points, to 10. At half-
time the score stood at 26-36.
Encouraged by the late first
half run, the Defenders came
out strong, but Waynesburg
scored five quick points and
Van Soelen was called for his
third foul.
At one point Dordt got as
close as six points, but by the
eight minute mark in the sec-
ond half Waynesburg clearly
had the game in hand, leading
by 67-49. Van Soelen finished
with a game-high 33 points
and 10 rebounds.
Dordt's successes earlier in
the week were against 12th-
seeded Mobile College of
Alabama and seventh-seeded
McKendree College of Illinois.
Both games were showcases of
All-American Van Soelen's
talents. The 6'7" senior scored
37 points and pulled down 12
rebounds against Mobile Col-
lege on Wednesday, March 16.
He scored 42 and had II re-
bounds against McKendree the
following Friday.
"We knew he was a good
player; he's just a terrific
basketball player. He played
the way a first team All-
American should play," said
Mobile College coach Bill
Elder.
Dordt controlled the entire
Mobile College game. Dordt
had built a 10 point lead with
eight minutes gone in the first
half as Van Soelen scored 16
of Dordt's 20 points. Mobile
never pulled closer than II in
the second half as Dordt went
on to win its first game in the
NAIA national tournament.
Four Defenders joined Van
Soelen in double figures
against Mobile College.
Juniors Kevin Veenstra from
Orange City, Iowa, and Jerry
Boer from Boyden, Iowa,
scored 12 and 10points respec-
tively. Seniors Kevin Gesink
from Sheldon, Iowa, and
Steve Ver Meer from Pella,
Iowa, scored II and 10 points.
McKendree College proved
to be a bigger challenge to the
Defenders. After an early
Dordt lead and a three minute
see-saw battle, McKendree
gained a 42-30 lead with five
minutes left in the half. But
the Defenders fought back
cutting the lead to three by the
half.
At the 17:45 mark of the
second half, Dordt pulled
ahead with a slam by Van
Soelen. Although McKendree
kept themselves in the game,
never allowing more than a
seven point lead, Dordt con-
trolled the rest of the game,
ending with a score of 86-79.
Van Soelen's 42 points led
all scorers. Also in double
figures were Ver Meer with 17
and Veenstra with 14. Van
Soelen and Veenstra shared re-
bounding honors with II
apiece.
The Dordt Defenders fin-
ished their record season with
25 wins and five losses. 0
At a "welcome home" celebration after
the tournament, Greg Van Soelen takes
time to autograph balls for future
Defenders.
reach quarterfinals in Kansas City
Although Dordt's
quarterfinal loss at the hands
of second-seeded Waynesburg
College (Penn.) knocked
Dordt out of the NAIA tour-
nament, it did not knock
Dordt's stand-out 6'7" center,
Greg Van Soelen, out of con-
tention for all-tournament
honors. Van Soelen scored 112
points in Dordt's three games
and was a unanimous choice
for the five-member all-
tournament team. The entire




was the culmination of an
outstanding year for the
Defenders and an outstanding
career for Greg Van Soelen.
The Defenders claimed their
first-ever District 15 cham-
pionship and ended the season
with a 25-5 record, five more
wins than any previous Dordt
team had achieved.
Van Soelen, a Pella Chris-
tian High School stand-out
before coming to Dordt,
finished his college career with
his name at or near the top of
virtually every record in the
books at Dordt College. He
holds school records for career
scoring (3104), season scoring
(900), career rebounds (1123),
season rebounds (334), career
field goal percentage (63.1),
season field goal percentage
(67.7), and most points per
game (55).
Van Soelen' s 3104 career
points place him second
among Iowa college players,
but his 27.7 career point per
game average is the best ever
for an Iowa college player.
In his junior year, Van
Soelen was the first Dordt
basketball player ever to be
named a first-team NAIA all-
American. This year he was
again named to that team, the
only repeat honoree from last
year's team. In his sophomore




career with his name
at or near the top of
virtually every record
in the books at
Dordt College.' ,
uniform this season.
Graduating this year are Sue
Dokter, Marla Habben, and
Ruth Draayer. Their coach
praised the leadership abilities
shown by the three players, as
well as their attitude toward
playing the game. Dokter
leaves Defender fans with
memories of her intimidating
presence in the middle, block-
ing and altering shots. She also
made an impressive transition
from playing guard in six-
player basketball in high
school to becoming an offen-
sive force in five-player
basketball-a feat not easily
accomplished.
Draayer was noted for her
defensive excellence and three-
point shooting off the bench.
Marla Habben, who missed
the first half of the season with
a pinched nerve, also con-
tributed to the team. Rhoda
remarked that, because of her
injury, she was just getting
back into the game when the
season was over.
The loss of the three seniors
points to a greatly weakened
team next year. Eight players
will return and the team will
have only one senior repeater
next season.-Kristin
Hommes. The rest of the
players will be sophomores
Lady Defenders led by three talented seniors
Chuck Adams
The Dordt College
Lady Defenders had an unfor-
tunate end to a very good
season, losing 77-44 in the first
round of the District 15
playoffs to a strong team from
Morningside College. How-
ever, the loss was not a good
picture of how the team played
during the second half of the
season. Coach Len Rhoda
praised his team for improving
during the entire season say-
ing, "We really played
outstanding basketball all
year." Of the playoff game
Rhoda said, "Some nights you
have it-that night the ball
just didn't go into the hoop.
But we also have to give a lot
of credit to the Morningside
defense," he added.
Although the streaks of
wins and losses throughout the
season didn't make a picture
book season, the women still
played a consistent game. Says
Rhoda, "We competed well
against some of the best teams
in our conference," .including
games against Io-Kota con-
ference powers Mount Marty
and Morningside during the
regular season.
Three' seniors made their
final trips up and down the
court in a Lady Defender
and juniors. But there is also
potential for another excellent
freshman class, according to
Rhoda. Four out of five
starters on Western
Christian's substate basketball
team plan to attend Dordt,
and some are expected to try
out for basketball. And there
will be others from teams
around the area and the coun-
try. Rhoda adds that it's never
certain who will be out for
basketball until after the new
freshmen have settled into the
system at Dordt and decide
whether they want to play.
Despite that uncertainty,
Rhoda says he's looking for-
ward to lin excellent season. 0
The 1987-88 Dordt College Lady Defenders. Front row (I to r): Lynn Van Heyst, Vonda Brands, Kim Yakes, Rhonda
Grltters, Robin Pals. Middle row (I to r): Kristen Draayer (manager), Marla Habben, Ruth Draayer, Kristen Hommes.
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FAcuLlYNIWS
The professional involvements 0/Dordt faculty
members outside of the classroom reveal Dordt's
commitment to provide educational leadership in
the Christian community as well as among its
own students. By sharing these activities, we hope
to provide fellow Christians with further
resources, ideas, and encouragement as they work
to be of service in Christ's kingdom
"Worshipping with Instruments: Music for
Lent and Easter" by Karen DeMol, associate
professor of music, appeared in the Winter
1987·88 issue of Reformed Worship.
Richard Eigenbrood, assistant professor of
education, published an article. "Work-
Experience: Employers' Attitudes Regarding
the Employability of Special Education
The Voice, an outreach of Dordt
College, is sent to you as alumni and
friends of Christian Higher Education.
The Voice is published in October,
December, ~'arch, and June to share
information about the programs,
activities, and needs of the college.
Send address corrections and
correspondence to: VOICE, Dordt
College, Sioux Center, lA 51250.
Editorial Commiltee
Sally Jongsma, editor
tvliriam Keen, student assistant
Angela Struyk, student assistant
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Students," in the journal Career DeveLopment
for ExceptionaL Individuals.
Assistant professor of theatre arts John
Hofland's illustrated story "Secrets" will be
published in the May·June issue of ChilJren's
Magic Window. In addition to writing stories
Hofland has captivated many people with his
storytelling. In addition to leading a storytell-
ing workshop for seventh and eighth graders
at Sheldon Christian School and Sioux
Center High School, Hofland has entertained
audiences in Sheldon, Denver, and Sioux
Center.
Director of Dordt's bookstore, Dr. Marvin
De Young, has earned official designation as
a Certified Store Professional through the
National Association of College Stores
(NACS). De Young has participated in the
NACS Faculty Training Program and served
on the NACS Publications Advisory Com·
mittee.
Dr. John Visser, associate professor of
business administration conducted two
workshops for local groups. In February he
led a Siouxland Diaconal Conference session
on "Improving Stewardship in the Church"
for deacons in LeMars and Sheldon, Iowa.
Visser also led a workshop on "Financing
Christian Education" at a CSI District Six
meeting in Hull, Iowa.
Dale Grotenhuis, professor of music, is
keeping busy leading workshops and guest
conducting in several schools. He led a choral
clinic for Sheldon Community High School
and lectured at a music education workshop
at the University of South Dakota. He will be
conducting a composer workshop with the
Sioux Falls College Choir, concluding with a
concert of primarily Grotenhuis composi·
tions. Grotenhuis will also conduct a Min-
nesota College Choir Festival in April.
Martin Dekkenga was one of the critiquers
at the Iowa All State Forensics Festival held
at the University of Northern Iowa.
Dr. Dallas Apol, professor of foreign
language, and Duane Bajema, assistant pro·
fessor of agriculture, have been selected as
two of 20 faculty members from Christian
College Coalition member colleges in a Latin
American Study Tour this summer. Study
tour participants will spend six days in each
of three countries: Costa Rica, Nicaragua,
and Honduras. They will meet with religious,
business, education, and political leaders.
They will also attend lectures, visit develop-
ment projects, and live for a few days with
rural families.
"Black and White," an essay by Dr. James
C. Schaap on Martin Luther King's death,
appeared in the "Des Moines Register" and
the "Atlanta Constitution" on April 4, the
20th anniversary of King's assassination.
The Physics Teacher, a journal published to
strengthen the teaching of physics at all
levels, recently published an article titled "A
Safe and Inexpensive Ballistic Pendulum,"
written by Dr. John Zwart, assistant pro·
fessor of physics.
Dordt College
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